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From the author of The Scarlet Letter comes a landmark of American literature, an embodiment of

the greed which can compel people to treacherous actions.Hawthorne's The House of the Seven

Gables is a study of guilt and renewal from generation to generation. At the time of the Salem witch

trials, the patriarch of the Pyncheon family finds himself so covetous of his neighborâ€™s property

that he is led to sinister deeds, turning the community against his neighbor who is ultimately hanged

for witchcraft. Though his plot to acquire the land is successful, the dying man's curse on the

Pyncheon family comes true generation upon generation. That is, until six generations later when

the long-hidden truth is revealedâ€¦.This novel is part of Brilliance Audio's extensive Classic

Collection, bringing you timeless masterpieces that you and your family are sure to love.
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Nathaniel Hawthorne is probably one of the most despised figures in the American literary canon, at

least in the minds of the millions of school children forced to read "The Scarlet Letter." I will go so far

as to admit I never finished that novel. I took one look through the book and laughed at the

ridiculous idea of reading such a convoluted looking story. That was at age seventeen. Now, many

years later I am able to go back and actually read some of these daunting novels. What is surprising

is that they are not daunting at all, just written in an ornate style from a different age. The plots often

deal with the same issues and concerns modern people fret about. For those uninterested in

relationships and human dramas, there are also great old stories with supernatural elements, which



is where this book comes in. This edition of the book includes an introduction by Mary Oliver and

several commentaries on the work by Edwin Percy Whipple, Henry T. Tuckerman, F.O.

Matthiessen, and Herman Melville. The Melville commentary is actually a letter the author of "Moby

Dick" sent to Hawthorne where he concludes with a demand that Hawthorne "walk down one of

these mornings and see me." Pretty neat.In "The House of the Seven Gables," the author tells his

reader the story is a romance. What he means by this terminology is not a cheap paperback that

involves swooning hearts with Fabio on the cover, but "a legend prolonging itself, from an epoch

now gray in the distance, down into our own broad daylight." Hawthorne's specific goal is to show

that the bad behavior of one generation devolves on future descendents.
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